Incoercible.
Towards the end of December considerable interest was excited by the announcement that the liquefaction of oxygen had been effected at Geneva by M. Raoul Pictet, on the 22d of December. When, however, the subject came before the Academy of Sciences, at its seance on the 24th, the interest was heightened by the'announcement that M. Pictet had been to some extent anticipated, in that M. Cailletet, who a short time since succeeded in liquefying binoxide of nitrogen, had also effected the liquefaction of oxygen and of carbonic acid on the 2d of December, although in consequence of some consideration as to his pending election to the body, instead of the fact being published at once, a record of it had been intrusted in a sealed packet to the custody of the Secretary to the Academy on the 3d. At the sitting of the Academy on the 31st December it was announced that M. Cailletet had succeeded in liquefying nitrogen, hydrogen and atmospheric air. The following account of the operation by which these results were effected is taken from Comptes Rendus of December 24 and 31.
To give M. Cailletet precedence. The 
